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Who we are: 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

 

Central Idea:  

People’s senses influence how they interpret 

and understand the world around them. 

 

Key concepts: 

Function, Connection, Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts: 

Behavior, role, systems, subjectivity, opinion 

interpretation, evidence 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How our senses are used to explore and 

describe our environment. 

 How we use our senses to keep our bodies 

well and safe. 

 How different cultures use their senses 

 How individuals interpret their senses 

 

 

Where we are in place and time: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; 

personal histories, homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

Interactions between people are determined 

by time and location. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Change, Connection 

 

Related concepts:  

Similarities, differences, cycles, relationships 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 Where our identity come from (Our names) 

 Who we see at different times. 

 Where we are at different times 

 Roles and behaviors with different people 

 

 

How we express ourselves: 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 

beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Rhythmic and patterned stories express feeling 

and meaning. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Function, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts:  

Structure, pattern, communication, role, values 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How patterns and rhythm in stories effect 

how the reader feels. 

 How story structure has a role in character 

development 

 How language stimulates our imagination to 

help it grow.  

 

 

How the world works: 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the 

interaction between the natural world (physical 

and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on society and on the 

environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Weather and Seasons impact the way we live.  

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Change, Causation  

 

Related concepts: 

Patterns, Cycles, Observation  

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How seasons impact the weather. 

 How we observe similarities and differences 

in weather. 

 How weather conditions effect our activity.  

 

How we organize ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and communities; the 

structure and function of organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their 

impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Rules and routines govern groups of people to 

be productive. 

 

Key concepts: 

Function, Causation, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts: 

Behavior, role, consequences, systems, 

relationships, citizenship, values, justice 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What roles people have in a group. 

 Who leads groups. 

 How decisions are made in a group. 

 What consequences come from specific 

behaviors. 

 What groups want to accomplish. 

 

 

Sharing the planet: 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and between them; 

access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea 

Communities come together to share 

experiences. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Connection, Perspective 

 

Related concepts:  

Structure, similarities, differences, relationships, 

interdependence, beliefs,  

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How people depend on the natural world. 

 How plants and animals differ. 

 How plants and animals are similar. 

 How people are interconnected with and 

use nature. 
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Who we are: 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

 

Central Idea: 

The choices individuals make affect their health 

and participation in the community. 

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Function, Connection, Causation 

 

Related concepts: 

Structure, role, system, relationships, 

interdependence, consequences, sequences 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How the human body is affected by choices 

 How a person’s choices affect them 

mentally and socially 

 Influences on choices that affect individuals 

physically and non-physically  

 

 

Where we are in place and time: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; 

personal histories, homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

Events, and personal stories cause people to 

change over time. 

 

Key concepts:  

Change, Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts:  

Sequences, relationships, beliefs, interpretation 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 Where people come from contributes to 

their personal history. 

 Events over time shape individual and group 

experiences 

 Reflecting on personal history outlines an 

individual or groups beliefs.  

 

 

How we express ourselves: 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 

beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Central Idea:  

Stories from different cultures tell similar stories 

that express their community. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Function, Connection, Perspective 

 

Related concepts:  

Similarities, differences, communication, 

relationships, beliefs 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How and why different cultures tell different 

stories. 

 How different cultures express similar stories 

in different ways 

 Why similar stories have different meanings. 

 

 

How the world works: 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the 

interaction between the natural world (physical 

and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on society and on the 

environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Scientific knowledge is developed based on 

systematic investigation. 

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Function, Reflection 

 

Related concepts: 

Structure, pattern, system, interpretation, 

evidence 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How to raise questions about the natural 

world. 

 What systems are used to investigate the 

natural world. 

 What role patterns have in investigations. 

 How data/information is interpreted. 

 

How we organize ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and communities; the 

structure and function of organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their 

impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Citizens participate in work and decision-

making within a community. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Function, Responsibility  

 

Related concepts:  

Structure, communication, role, citizenship, 

values 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How laws/rules organize groups of people. 

 How people become leaders within groups. 

 What responsibilities citizens have in making 

decisions. 

 What responsibilities citizens have following 

rules/laws in a community. 

 

 

Sharing the planet: 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and between them; 

access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea 

Plants and animals (including humans) depend 

on each other. 

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Function, Change, Connection, 

Responsibility 

 

Related concepts: Needs, Relationships 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 Needs of plants and animals. 

 Differences and similarities between habitats 

of differing species 

 The effects of food, water, and light on 

plants and animals 
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Who we are: 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

 

Central Idea 

Cultural differences influence a person’s beliefs 

and values. 

 

Key concepts: 

Causation, Connection, Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts: 

Impact, relationships, networks, subjectivity, 

beliefs, interpretation 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How stories impact different cultures’ 

perspectives. 

 Why stories affect individuals and cultures 

 How cultural differences effect people’s 

perspectives 

 

 

Where we are in place and time: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; 

personal histories, homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

Discovery and exploration have led to the 

civilization we have today. 

 

Key concepts:  

Causation, Connection, Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts:  

Sequences, Impact, interdependence, truth, 

review, interpretation   

 

Lines of inquiry:  

 How explorations cause discovery. 

 Discovery can lead to human migration. 

 How past events effect the future. 

 Individuals from the past have impacted the 

present. 

 

 

How we express ourselves: 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 

beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Central Idea:  

Stories can express real events in unrealistic 

ways. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Function, Perspective,  

 

Related concepts:  

Properties, structure, communication, values, 

beliefs, interpretation 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How stories can be based on true events. 

 How true stories can use language to 

embellish stories. 

 What authors intend from their use of 

language. 

 Tall tales are a type of fiction 

 

 

How the world works: 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the 

interaction between the natural world (physical 

and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on society and on the 

environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Exploring patterns helps us explore the natural 

world we live in.  

 

Key concepts: 

From, Function, Causation, Change 

 

Related concepts: 

Pattern, cycles, sequences, transformation 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What cycles exist in nature. 

 How transformations occur in nature 

 Transformations come from a sequence of 

events leading back to the beginning of a 

cycle. 

 

 

How we organize ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and communities; the 

structure and function of organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their 

impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Wants and needs determine how we organize 

ourselves within a community. 

 

Key concepts:  

Function, Connection, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts:  

Behavior, role, interdependence, values 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How wants and needs drive commerce. 

 What the differences and similarities 

between goods and services mean for 

individuals. 

 How needs and wants impact communities. 

 How different communities conduct 

commerce. 

Sharing the planet: 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and between them; 

access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea 

People solve conflicts between them through 

different means 

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Causation, Perspective, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts:  

Interdependence, Cycle, Human Impact 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What types of conflicts occur between 

people? 

 Why conflict and disagreements exist. 

 How people resolve conflict in society. 
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Who we are: 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

 

Central Idea:  

People’s rights and beliefs define them and how 

they are defined by others. 

 

Key concepts: 

Perspective, Responsibility, Reflection 

 

Related concepts: 

Beliefs, prejudice, rights, values, justice, 

evidence 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How prejudice impacts society. 

 How prejudice impacts us as individuals. 

 What actions have happened in history to 

impact prejudice. 

 

 

Where we are in place and time: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; 

personal histories, homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

Exploration and discovery impact the decisions 

people make about future exploration and 

migration. 

 

Key concepts:  

Function, Causation, Perspective, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts:  

Behavior, role, consequences, impact, opinion, 

initiative 

 

Lines of inquiry:  

 How understanding the nature of the solar 

system impacts society. 

 How discovery leads to the exploration of 

the solar system. 

 How scientific discovery causes differing 

opinions on a subject. 

 

 

How we express ourselves: 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 

beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Central Idea:  

Individuals express themselves based on 

emotions and viewpoints. 

 

Key concepts:  

Causation, Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts:  

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How expression comes through story telling 

 How imagination expresses emotion. 

 How points of view impact expression. 

 

 

 

 

 

How the world works: 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the 

interaction between the natural world (physical 

and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on society and on the 

environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Exploring patterns helps us explore the natural 

world we live in.  

 

Key concepts: 

From, Function, Causation, Change 

 

Related concepts: 

Pattern, structure, system, impact, cycles, 

sequences, transformation 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How patterns impact people’s daily lives. 

 How cycles in nature influence what people 

know. 

 How to investigate cycles within nature. 

 

 

How we organize ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and communities; the 

structure and function of organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their 

impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea: 

Governments organize and represent people 

and communities within their domain. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Function, Perspective, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts:  

Structure, similarities, differences, system, beliefs, 

values, citizenship, rights. 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How governments are formed. 

 How governments are structured 

 How citizens patriate in government. 

 What similarities and differences exist 

between different governments. 

 

 

Sharing the planet: 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and between them; 

access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea 

Education, as a resource, is obtained and 

accessed differently by different cultures 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Perspective, Responsibility, Reflection 

 

Related concepts:  

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How access to education differs from one 

culture to another. 

 How texts are valued by different cultures. 

 What approaches are used to educate 

people in different cultures. 
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Who we are: 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

 

Central Idea: 

Identity is influenced by the impact an 

individual has on society. 

 

Key concepts: 

Causation, change, perspective, responsibility  

 

Related concepts: 

Impact, transformation, opinion, rights, 

citizenship, prejudice, responsibility 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How people participate and contribute to 

their community. 

 How individuals participate in a community. 

 How different communities govern 

themselves. 

 How individuals and communities deal with 

prejudice 

 

 

Where we are in place and time: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; 

personal histories, homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

Communities use history to inform and act on 

the future. 

 

Key concepts:  

Change, Connection, Responsibility  

 

Related concepts: 

Growth, sequences, transformation, 

interdependence, initiative 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What events are important from a 

communities’ past. 

 How Florida has changed over time. 

 How Florida impacts other communities. 

 How current events influences action. 

 

 

How we express ourselves: 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 

beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Central Idea:  

Beliefs and values are often expressed through 

art (poetry) 

 

Key concepts:  

Function, Perspective, Form 

 

Related concepts:  

Structure, pattern, communication, subjectivity, 

beliefs, opinion 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What makes Poetry is a diverse form of 

writing that allows individuals to express 

themselves in unique ways 

 How we all have an inner motive to 

artistically express ourselves 

 How Expression through poetry can be 

deeply personal and demonstrates unique 

perspective of the author 

 

 

How the world works: 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the 

interaction between the natural world (physical 

and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on society and on the 

environment. 

 

Central Idea:  

Scientific inquiry has an organized and 

purposeful structure for addressing questions 

and curiosities.  

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Function, Causation, Connection 

 

Related concepts: 

Structure, communication, sequences, impact,  

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What the scientific method as a structure 

means of inquiry 

 How the actions of inquiry follow an 

organized and purposeful method. 

 How important research is to action.  

  

 

 

How we organize ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and communities; the 

structure and function of organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their 

impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Economic decision-making impacts individuals, 

as well as societies. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Function, Perspective 

 

Related concepts:  

Structure, Communication, Behavior, truth, 

beliefs 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What economies do. 

 How economies impact society. 

 How economies impact individuals. 

 How people impact economies. 

 

 

Sharing the planet: 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and between them; 

access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea 

Humanity has an impactful role in an ever-

changing natural world.  

 

Key concepts: Function, Causation, Perspective, 

Responsibility 

 

Related concepts:  

Communication, role, impact, consequences, 

opinion, initiative, justice 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 The relationships between people and the 

natural world. 

 What relationships exist between elements in 

the natural world. 

 The responsibility of people towards the 

natural world 

 Actions have results and consequences. 

(Both positive and negative) 
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Who we are: 

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and 

values; personal physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities, and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 

human. 

 

Central Idea:  

Past events have had significant impact on 

human rights in different societies, cultures, and 

communities.  

 

Key concepts: 

Change, Connection, Perspective, 

Responsibility  

 

Related concepts: 

Adaptation, growth, relationships, prejudice, 

rights, citizenship 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How citizenship shapes identity 

 Roles of specific citizens in community’s 

effect other’s rights 

 Prejudice effects on individual rights. 

 How individuals adapt to new communities. 

 

 

Where we are in place and time: 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; 

personal histories, homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and 

civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

 

Central Idea:  

What societies do in the present influence the 

decisions made in future societies. 

 

Key concepts: Causation, Connection, 

Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts:  

Consequences, impact, relationships, opinion, 

beliefs, values, justice, rights, responsibility 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How societies react to problems. 

 How decisions are influences by past events 

or problems. 

 Why people react to problems differently. 

 How people make decisions based on 

perspectives of social justice. 

 

 

How we express ourselves: 

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 

beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Central Idea:  

Artistic expression comes from both personal 

and cultural values and are expressed in 

dynamic ways. 

 

Key concepts:  

Form, Causation, Connection, Perspective 

 

Related concepts:  

Similarities, differences, impact, relationships, 

subjectivity, truth, beliefs, opinion 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How different forms of art communicate 

culture, beliefs, and values. 

 How art represents culture. 

 How individual expression through art 

creates impact. 

 How art is interpreted. 

 

 

How the world works: 

An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the 

interaction between the natural world (physical 

and biological) and human societies; how 

humans use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 

technological advances on society and on the 

environment. 

 

Central Idea 

People are impacted by the extremes found in 

nature. 

 

Key concepts: 

Form, Causation, Connection, Perspective 

 

Related concepts: 

Properties, consequences, impact, relationships, 

interdependence, opinion 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How natural phenomena have 

recognizable features that can be 

observed, identified, described and 

categorized.  

 How people react and apply their 

knowledge to extreme natural events. 

 What consequences of human action 

impacts natural extremes. 

 

 

How we organize ourselves: 

An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and communities; the 

structure and function of organizations; societal 

decision-making; economic activities and their 

impact on humankind and the environment. 

 

Central Idea 

Societies are shaped and driven by the work of 

individuals. 

 

Key concepts:  

Causation, Connection, Perspective, Reflection 

 

Related concepts:  

Impact, systems, interdependence, subjectivity, 

review, responsibility 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 How we set personal goals 

 How we organize and prioritize goals 

 How we monitor and adjust goals 

 Reflection is a key contributor to 

understanding success of actions towards 

goals. 

 

 

Sharing the planet: 

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and between them; 

access to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea 

Our local environment impacts our daily life 

  

Key concepts:  

Function, Responsibility, Causation, Connection 

 

Related concepts: Impact, Adaptation, 

Environmental Changes, Relationships 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 Our local environment is made up of a 

unique waterway system 

 Pollution of our local environment is 

impacted by our actions 

 Our local environment (river) serves many 

purposes related to our survival 

 Our actions can make changes to the 

environment 
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Central Idea:  

Friends and families influence who we become 

as individuals and community members.  

 

Key concepts: 

Connection, Responsibility, Perspective  

 

Related concepts: 

Relationships, responsibility 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What responsibilities we have at home and 

school.  

 What actions affect myself and others.  

 How rules help me navigate my 

classroom/school/bus.  

 What rules are in place in school/home.   

 

Central Idea:  

People can differentiate from day and night in 

all settings. 

 

Key concepts:  

Causation, Change, Connection 

 

Related concepts:  

Sequences, pattern, cycles, interdependences 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What day looks like 

 What night looks like. 

 What activities happen during the day. 

 What activities happen at night.  

 

 

Central Idea:  

Expressing ourselves and our cultural beliefs 

through storytelling while discovering the world 

around us.  

 

Key concepts:  

Perspective, Responsibility 

 

Related concepts: 

Subjectivity, beliefs, values 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 The differences and similarities between 

cultures 

 How to compare the characters in different 

versions of a story. 

 How characters change throughout a story. 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Idea 

Human and living things in their environments 

are interdependent. 

 

Key concepts:  

Responsibility, Causation, Change 

 

Related concepts:  

Initiative, impact, consequences, transformation 

 

Lines of inquiry 

 What living things need to live. 

 How characteristics define animals. 

 What animal habitats are like. 

 

 

 


